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to assign a probable place of origin to at least some of the specimens in 
the present album; and such statements, made with proper reservations, 
would be of great aid to the reader. For example, the reviewer would 
venture to guess that the fetiches with exaggeratedly up-turned noses in 
plate 216, figs. 3 and 4, come from the Kwango region. 

Robert H. Lowie 
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Spencer Fullerton Baird holds a commanding place in the history of 
American science. Endowed with remarkable natural gifts, he was for- 
tunate also in the time in which he lived. Those were days of great 
beginnings in American science, when some of the most important of our 
scientific institutions were being established, or were passing through 
their formative period. And it fell to the lot of Baird to play an impor- 
tant r61e in these affairs. Thus, he became Secretary of the Smithsonian 
Institution at a time when hardly more than its foundations had been 
laid — by Joseph Henry, the first Secretary — and it was he who largely 
mapped out the course, especially in connection with the National 
Museum, which has been followed to this day. He organized the United 
States Fish Commission, and served as its first Commissioner. And, 
what is of particular interest to readers of this journal, it was he who 
established the Bureau of North American Ethnology, and appointed 
Major Powell as its first head. 

At the time of Baird's death his correspondence and other papers 
passed into the hands of his daughter and only child, who to the end of 
her life cherished the hope of writing a biography of her father. She 
actually did prepare some manuscript, chiefly reminiscences; but she 
was prevented from completing the work, first by the illness of her mother 
and then by her own poor health. On her death all the Baird papers, 
including Miss Baird's manuscript and notes, were entrusted to Dr. 
W. H. Dall of the U. S. National Museum to prepare a biography. 
Dr. Dall had been associated with Baird at the Museum for a quarter of 
a century, knew him intimately, and was thus splendidly qualified to 
prepare the work. And he has acquitted himself of the task most ad- 
mirably. The life of Baird before us gives a splendid picture of Baird 
the man, and of his many-sided scientific interests and activities. 

The volume is made up of letters, with just enough additional matter 
(for which some of Miss Baird's manuscript was used), to connect them 
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into a continuous story, or to fill gaps not sufficiently accounted for by 
the correspondence. Not only are letters by Baird himself reproduced, 
but also — and in even larger number — letters addressed to him. In the 
list of his correspondents are such names as those of Audubon, Louis 
Agassiz, Joseph Henry, Dana, Leidy and Elliott Coues. 

Like all works composed of personal correspondence the volume has a 
peculiarly fascinating personal note about it. It gives us a glimpse into 
the intimate thought of the scientific men of that period that could be 
gotten in no other way. It illumines for us, also, the conditions aflfecting 
scientific work in America in the two or three decades immediately pre- 
ceding and following the civil war. 

Among his other rare qualities, Baird had a genius for friendship; 
and the story of the encouragement, inspiration, and help which he gave 
to George Brown Goode, his collaborator and successor in the adminis- 
tration of the National Museum, is an interesting one indeed. Such 
generous and unselfish encouragement given by an older to a younger 
co-worker is unhappily very rare indeed. 

All in all, the volume gives an admirable picture of Baird, and it also 
throws a valuable side-light on the condition of science in his day. It 
ought to find a place in every serious library. 

The volume is illustrated by nineteen plates, — portraits of Baird at 
diflferent ages, of Mrs. Baird, and of men and places which played a 
prominent part in his life. These greatly enhance the interest and value 
of the work. Louis Hussakof 
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